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Directors launch new European Confederation

Three of Europe’s leading organisations for company directors have joined forces to form an EU-level confederation.

The new European Confederation of Directors’ Associations (ECODA) will hold its launch event at the European Parliament on
Monday 25™ April.

ECODA has been created to represent the views of company directors on corporate governance and company law issues to
policy-makers across the EU institutions. ECODA will also provide a platform for information exchange on best practice in
corporate governance.

ECODA’s three founder members are the UK'’s Institute of Directors (loD), the Institut Frangais des Administrateurs (IFA) and the
Association Belge des Administrateurs (AB). The new Institut Luxembourgeois des Administrateurs (ILA) is to join ECODA this
month. Spain’s Instituto de Consejeros-Administradores (IC-A) will join at the start of 2006.

The Chairman of ECODA, Daniel Lebegue, said: “Directors have a vital role to play as the EU steps up its activities on company
law issues. ECODA is ideally placed to ensure that the policy-making process benefits from the practical experience of company
directors.

‘We are delighted that so many of Europe’s leading organisations for directors have come together under the ECODA banner.
We hope that more will join us over the next few months as we seek to ensure the highest possible standards of corporate
governance practice at EU level.”

Notes for editors

ECODA’s launch reception, which is open to the media, will be held in the Members’ Salon, European Parliament, at 18.30 on
Monday 25" April. The Guests of Honour will be Pierre Delsaux, Head of Unit, Company Law and Corporate Governance, DG
Internal Market and Pervenche Béres, European Deputy.

ECODA is chaired by Daniel Lebegue, current Head of the Institut Francais des Administrateurs and Co-chairman of Eurofi. M
Lebégue was formerly CEO of the Banque Nationale de Paris then of Caisse des Dépéts. He is currently non executive director
of Alcatel and Credit Agricole SA, and member of the Supervisory Board of Areva.

The other members of ECODA's Board are Prof. Ir. Pierre Klees (President of the AB) and Miles Templeman (Director-General
of the loD).

ECODA is sponsored by Egon Zehnder International.

For further information, contact Béatrice Richez, ECODA Secretary-General, on 00 32 (0)2 231 58 11.
Further information is also available on the following websites:

ECODA : http://www.ecoda.org

IFA : http://www.ifa-asso.com/

10D : http://www.iod.com

AB: http://www.administrateurs.be/
IC-A : http://www.iconsejeros.com




